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religion on the road, or he would send a substitute,
who for a certain sum would visit Rome, the Holy
Land, San Jago in Spain, or Rocamadour in Guyenne.
Such pilgrims by profession were frequent. St. Peter,
St. James, after them St. John, then St. Nicholas and
St. Clement as patron saints of merchants, shippers
and fishermen, and among the women saints St.
Catherine, were the chosen objects of North German
piety. In no town was lacking a leper house, a refuge
for those troubled with that plague of the Middle
Ages, happily now almost unknown in Europe.
These were dedicated to the Holy Ghost and to St.
George, the slayer of dragons.

Above all, worship was paid to the Virgin Mary.
All the municipal churches were dedicated to her,
There is not a town that has not its church of " Oui
Lady." The municipal council were put under her
especial protection. To this day the so-called Beau-
tiful Door of the Mary Church at Danzig bears the
inscription in golden letters : " Queen of Heaven, pray
for us."! "

These churches and religious buildings of all kinds,
many of which survive to this day amid surroundings
to which they have grown strange, speak more elo-
quently of the Hansa's might than piles of old parch-
ment records. All Scandinavia can show nothing to
compare with these architectural monuments, and we
can well comprehend that the Northman entering the
Elbe, the Trave, or other Baltic rivers, and seeing the
lighthouses, churches, and mighty buildings of the
towns, were awed by the Germans' wealth and power
and strength, much as we are impressed now-a-days